
 
 

You’re stuck. Whether you’re just beginning a fiction novel or have been working on a nonfiction 

project for years, the book you’re writing isn’t moving ahead, and you’re growing increasingly 

frustrated. 

In this series, we’re going to explore why writers get stuck and more importantly, what you can do 

to help yourself get going again!  

First up, answering the most important question: 

Do I have enough material to fill an entire book? 

Do you? Let’s find out! 

Part One: 

Is there enough 
material?

“Why can’t I finish  
my book?”



 

 

When we get stuck, one of the best things we can do is go back to the beginning. In the case of 

writing, that means creating a plot outline. 

In the pages below, I’ve created a sample outline for the film The Wizard of Oz.  

In the pages that follow, you will also find a blank outline for your own project.  

Your job is to fill in the blank outline with as much detail as possible. 

If you’re just getting started with your book, don’t worry! The details will come as the story unfolds. 

For those of you who are already deeply entrenched in a project, seeing the details written 

down can help clear up all the little questions you’ve had nagging at the back of your mind. 

And when that clarity happens, you’ll be able to answer the first question in this series: whether or 

not there’s enough to your idea to create an entire book. 

Keep reading … 

Plot Outline



 

Basic Plot: A girl gets transported to a strange world and tries to find her way home again. 

Beginning: Dorothy Gale is at her aunt and uncle’s farm when a cyclone hits. Her dog, 

Toto, runs out into the storm, and Dorothy chases after him. Later, when she can’t open 

the door to the storm cellar, she and Toto go into the house. She hits her head, and when 

she awakens, she and Toto are in the Land of Oz. The real problem, however, is that when 

she lands, the house that transported her to Oz falls on a witch, and when the witch’s 

sister finds out, she threatens to make Dorothy pay. 

Rising Action: Dorothy is sent by a good witch to find the Wizard—with the promise that he 

can help her get home again. Off she travels on the Yellow Brick Road, meeting the Tin 

Woodman, the Scarecrow, and the Cowardly Lion.  

Climax: When the group of friends gets to the Emerald City and meets the all-powerful 

Wizard, he tells the group that they must find a way to kill the Wicked Witch. Dorothy and 

her friends travel to the Wicked Witch’s castle and do battle with her and her minions. 

When Dorothy and her friends return to the Wizard to tell him the Wicked Witch is dead, 

they find out the Wizard is a fraud. 

Falling Action: The Wizard explains to Dorothy’s friends that they have gotten what they 

came for through their struggles on their journey. He then tells Dorothy that she had the 

power to go home all along. Dorothy bids farewell to her new friends, then clicks her heels 

three times and awakens back at her aunt and uncle’s farm. 

(As you can see, there is plenty of mystery here to fill an entire book. There’s even enough for a sequel or two!)

The Wizard of Oz 

Sample Outline: 



 

Title:  

Basic Plot:  

Beginning:  

Rising Action:  

Your Outline, pg. 1
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Climax:  

Falling Action: 

Your Outline, pg. 2



 
 

  

Print the outline and fill in the blanks. Once it’s complete, you’ll know with certainty whether 

or not you have enough material for an entire book—and if a lack of material is what’s 

keeping you from finishing your project. (Remember to always keep your completed outline 

in a safe place; it’s a valuable resource you can refer to again and again as you progress 

through your project (and you will progress!).) 

Now for the big question: What should you do if you look over your outline and realize there’s 

not enough material for an entire book? First, remember my advice from the audio 

recording: adding material just to inflate the word count is not a good idea. Second, there 

are so many resources out there for publishing shorter works!  

• For fiction, check out Novel & Short Story Writer’s Market 2017.  

• For nonfiction, research magazines and journals that cater to 

the genre you’re writing in. For example, if your piece is about 

archeology, try Archeology Magazine, which lists its writers’ 

guidelines right on the site (just like most magazines do).  

Whatever market you ultimately choose, never ever get discouraged. It can take a lot of 

time and effort to get your work out there, but seeing your name in print will be worth it! 

But what if you look over your outline and realize you have enough material for a book, but 

you’re still stuck? Stay tuned! Next time we’ll explore another hiccup on the road to 

completing a book:  

perfectionism. 

Until then, keep well and keep writing! 

That’s it!

https://www.amazon.com/Novel-Short-Story-Writers-Market/dp/1440347751/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491066055&sr=8-1&keywords=short+story+market
http://www.archaeology.org
http://www.archaeology.org/writer-s-guidelines
http://www.archaeology.org/writer-s-guidelines
https://www.amazon.com/Novel-Short-Story-Writers-Market/dp/1440347751/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491066055&sr=8-1&keywords=short+story+market
http://www.archaeology.org
http://www.archaeology.org/writer-s-guidelines
http://www.archaeology.org/writer-s-guidelines
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As an editor and writer, I have one goal: to create and shape 

cohesive, fluid, and accessible copy that shifts perspective and 

makes a connection.  

With more than fourteen years of experience in the writing and 

editing industry, I accomplish that goal through a passion for 

brainstorming, researching, planning, writing, and editing 

everything from manuscripts (both fiction and nonfiction) to 

grants, marketing materials, and websites. 

Based in Chattanooga, Tennessee, I work with clients everywhere! 

If you need help with anything from editing a novel to 

researching prospective grants to website editing, please get in 

touch via Google+, LinkedIn, or by emailing 

angela@angelabwade.com. 

About Me

https://plus.google.com/collection/gDB6XB
https://www.linkedin.com/in/angelabwade
mailto:angela@angelabwade.com
https://plus.google.com/collection/gDB6XB
https://www.linkedin.com/in/angelabwade
mailto:angela@angelabwade.com

