
 
 

You’re stuck. Whether you’re just beginning a fiction novel or have been working on a nonfiction 

project for years, the book you’re writing isn’t moving ahead, and you’re growing increasingly 

frustrated. 

In this series, we’re exploring why writers get stuck and, more importantly, what you can do to help 

yourself get going again!  

This time around, what to do when: 

it just ain’t working. 

Let’s get started! 

Part Four: 

It just ain’t 
working.

“Why can’t I finish  
my book?”



 

 

1. You’re sick of the project. You hate the characters, you hate the plot, and you 

hate the dialogue. In fact, you just can’t find anything redeeming about the 

book at all. Sometimes that comes from working too hard for too long (i.e., losing 

perspective). Other times it comes because the story really isn’t any good, and in 

that case, admitting it can feel like a breath of fresh air. 

2. You’ve hit a serious roadblock. There’s something in the story that’s going to be 

an enormous chore to fix: plot holes that would require an entire rewrite, cliché 

characters that grate on the nerves, not enough historical evidence to support 

the theory you’re pursuing, or anything else that lays a bad foundation, making a 

rewrite far more trouble than it’s worth.  

3. The thrill is gone. Every time you sit down to write, you dread it, and you find 

yourself making excuses to stay away from the project. Even if you’re working on 

a challenging book that takes you to some pretty awful places mentally, at the 

end of the day, you should still be able to feel a sense of accomplishment. Not 

that the writing is easy but that you’re writing something that matters to you—

and more importantly, that you want to be writing. If that isn’t the case, try taking 

a break from the project, either for a little while or permanently. And remember 

that this isn’t quitting; it’s choosing not to stay stuck. 

Take a few minutes and read the NY Times article “Why Do Writers Abandon Novels?” 

You’ll see that even famous authors can find themselves in a place where it just ain’t 

working … 
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Now for the big question: What if you absolutely love your project and want to see it through 

to its conclusion, but you’re still stuck?  

Stay tuned! Next time we’ll explore a final possible hiccup on the road to completing a book:  

fear. 

Until then, keep well and keep writing! 

That’s it!
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As an editor and writer, I have one goal: to create and shape 

cohesive, fluid, and accessible copy that shifts perspective and 

makes a connection.  

With more than fourteen years of experience in the writing and 

editing industry, I accomplish that goal through a passion for 

brainstorming, researching, planning, writing, and editing 

everything from manuscripts (both fiction and nonfiction) to 

grants, marketing materials, and websites. 

Based in Chattanooga, Tennessee, I work with clients everywhere! 

If you need help with anything from editing a novel to 

researching prospective grants to website editing, please get in 

touch via Google+, LinkedIn, or by emailing 

angela@angelabwade.com. 
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