
 
 

You’re stuck. Whether you’re just beginning a fiction novel or have been working on a nonfiction 

project for years, the book you’re writing isn’t moving ahead, and you’re growing increasingly 

frustrated. 

In this series, we’re going to explore why writers get stuck and, more importantly, what you can do 

to help yourself get going again!  

This time around, we’re looking at: 

perfectionism. 

What can you do about it? Let’s find out! 

Part Two: 

Perfectionism.

“Why can’t I finish  
my book?”



 

 

1. Ask for feedback. Find a trusted friend or two; join a writers’ group (or start one 

yourself); and/or make use of a review service. Ask for honest feedback to 

specific, open-ended questions like:  

• What did you like about the book? What did you hate?  

• Who was your favorite character? Why? 

• How long did it take you to get into the story?  

• What did you wish was different? 

2. Take breaks between revisions. After you’ve read your book over and over, 

you’re going to reach a point where you almost know the text by heart, which 

can make it nearly impossible to spot errors. Our eyes gloss over things because 

our brain thinks it knows what’s supposed to be there. Taking a month or more 

between big revisions can make a huge difference; time away from the project 

gives our brain the chance to forget what it thinks it’s supposed to see. 

3. Hire an editor. Not just any editor but one you feel comfortable working with and 

can trust to be honest and tactful. The editor you choose should understand the 

vision you have for your book and be knowledgeable enough to help you unlock 

that vision.	

Remember this advice from the Subversive Copyeditor (an industry guru): 

Besides, the manuscript doesn’t have to be perfect. Shocked? 

Don’t be. The manuscript does not have to be perfect because 

perfect isn’t possible. … There’s no Platonic ideal for that 

document, one “correct” way for it to turn out, one perfect 

version hidden in the block of marble that it’s your job to discover 

by endless chipping away. It simply has to be the best you can 

make it in the time you’re given, free of true errors, rendered 

consistent in every way that the reader needs in order to 

understand and appreciate, and as close to your chosen style as 

is practical. 

Helpful Tips 

Perfectionism:

https://www.dogearpublishing.net/wordpress/book-reviews-options/
https://www.dogearpublishing.net/wordpress/getting-editorial-process/
http://www.subversivecopyeditor.com/blog/2010/12/the-freelancers-dilemma-when-an-estimate-is-low.html
https://www.dogearpublishing.net/wordpress/book-reviews-options/
https://www.dogearpublishing.net/wordpress/getting-editorial-process/
http://www.subversivecopyeditor.com/blog/2010/12/the-freelancers-dilemma-when-an-estimate-is-low.html
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Print the photo above and place it somewhere you can see it every day. Think of it as a 

helpful reminder that none of us are perfect and that it’s okay to let go.  

Now for the big question: What should you do if perfectionism isn’t what’s got you stuck?  

Stay tuned! Next time we’ll explore another hiccup on the road to completing a book:  

finding the time to write. 

Until then, keep well and keep writing! 

That’s it!
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As an editor and writer, I have one goal: to create and shape 

cohesive, fluid, and accessible copy that shifts perspective and 

makes a connection.  

With more than fourteen years of experience in the writing and 

editing industry, I accomplish that goal through a passion for 

brainstorming, researching, planning, writing, and editing 

everything from manuscripts (both fiction and nonfiction) to 

grants, marketing materials, and websites. 

Based in Chattanooga, Tennessee, I work with clients everywhere! 

If you need help with anything from editing a novel to 

researching prospective grants to website editing, please get in 

touch via Google+, LinkedIn, or by emailing 

angela@angelabwade.com. 

About Me

https://plus.google.com/collection/gDB6XB
https://www.linkedin.com/in/angelabwade
mailto:angela@angelabwade.com
https://plus.google.com/collection/gDB6XB
https://www.linkedin.com/in/angelabwade
mailto:angela@angelabwade.com

